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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. Sections 1.97 and 1.98, 
applicant and his attorney respectfully request that the following patent publications be 
made of record in the official United States Patent and Trademark Office file relating to 
the above-identified application. The citation of the following patent publications should 
not be construed as an admission that they constitute prior art with respect to the 
present invention. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. Section 1.98(a)(2), copies of the 
following foreign patent publications are enclosed herewith. 
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U.S. Patent Application Publication Nos. 

2002/0177582 
2003/0233077* 
2003/0233078* 



Foreign Patent Publication Nos. 

British Patent Publication No. 2 097 259 
British Patent Publication No. 956 679 
French Patent Publication No. 2 610 831 



Of the patent publications listed above, those which are identified by an 
asterisk (*) have been discussed in the specification of the present application. 
Applicant's attorney also notes that all of the foregoing patent publications (with the 
exception of U.S. Patent No. 4,645,488) have been cited in related co-pending U.S. 
Patent Application Serial Nos. 10/172,729 and 10/366,710 (listed above as U.S. Patent 
Application Publication Nos. 2003/0233077 and 2003/0233078, respectively), both of 
which are owned by the assignee of the present application. Moreover, those which are 
identified by a plus (+) symbol have been cited in an Examination Report issued by the 



2 



Intellectual Property Office of New Zealand on applicant's counterpart New Zealand 
Application No. 539020 (see enclosed copy of same). With respect to the sole non- 
English language publication listed above (i.e., French Patent Publication '831), 
applicant's attorney notes that an English-language abstract is attached to the enclosed 
copy of same. In the foregoing circumstances, comments concerning the relevance of 
the patent publications listed above are considered unnecessary. 



In order to facilitate the Examiner's citation of the patent publications listed 



above, applicant's attorney has completed United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Form PTO-1449. The completed Form is attached hereto for the Examiner's 
convenience. 



Since this Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted prior to the 



issuance of a first Office Action on the merits, no fees are believed to be due in 
connection with the submission of same. However, if any such fees are due, including 
any infomnation disclosure statement submittal fees, the Examiner is hereby authorized 
to charge them to Deposit Account No. 501402. 
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Newark, NJ 07102 
(973) 622-4444 
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Respectfully Submitted, 



McCARTER & ENGLISH, LLP 
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